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Latifa Bint Hamdan Corridor:
12 km, 33 minutes cut to 15,
due end of 2028

Larsen & Toubro has signed two contracts with Dubai's Roads
and Transport Authority (RTA) for the Latifa Bint Hamdan
Corridor, a roughly 12 km link expected to cut the Umm Al
Sheif Street to Emirates Road journey from 33 minutes …
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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

01
Latifa Bint Hamdan Corridor: 12 km, 33
minutes cut to 15, due end of 2028

On 30 September 2026, Larsen & Toubro (L&T) announced it had
signed two contracts with Dubai's Roads and Transport Authority
(RTA) to build the Latifa Bint Hamdan Corridor. One contract is
classed 'large' and one 'significant' by L&T's own scale. Both are
expected to complete by the end of 2028. The corridor will stretch
around 12 km, connect Sheikh Zayed Road, Al Khail Road, Al
Meydan Street, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Road and Emirates
Road, and handle around 16,000 vehicles an hour in both
directions, more than 130,000 trips daily. Travel time between
Umm Al Sheif Street and Emirates Road is expected to fall from
33 minutes to 15. For a capital preservation investor, the point is
structural: public money going into accessibility supports the
long-run case for well-connected locations. The caution is equally
clear. The source does not name which communities benefit, gives
no price effect, and the delivery date sits more than 2 years away.

L&T has signed 2 RTA contracts (one 'large', one 'significant') for the Latifa Bint Hamdan
Corridor, announced 30 September 2026.

The corridor is around 12 km, with capacity of about 16,000 vehicles per hour in both
directions and more than 130,000 trips daily.

Umm Al Sheif Street to Emirates Road travel time is expected to fall from 33 minutes to
15 once the corridor is complete.

Both projects are expected to complete by the end of 2028, so any benefit is a
multi-year story, not an immediate one.

The source names no communities and gives no price impact. Treat any claim of a
specific uplift as unverified.

August 2026 DLD data shows 11,601 sales transactions worth AED 27.9bn, with 67.1%
off-plan by count, so infrastructure timing matters for buyers of projects still being built.
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T H E  E V E N T

02 What happened, and why it matters

W H A T  H A P P E N E D

Larsen & Toubro said it has formally signed two contracts from Dubai's Roads and
Transport Authority (RTA) for the Latifa Bint Hamdan Corridor. L&T described one as
'large' and one as 'significant'. By its own classification, 'significant' orders are Rs 1,000
crore to Rs 2,500 crore and 'large' orders are Rs 2,500 crore to Rs 5,000 crore. Under
the first contract, L&T will build a new road linking Al Khail Road with the extension of
Latifa Bint Hamdan Street, including bridges, tunnels and other road infrastructure. It is
aimed at improving connectivity between Al Khail Road, Latifa Bint Hamdan Street and Al
Meydan Street, and at giving better access to nearby development areas. The second
contract covers parts of Al Meydan Street. L&T will build a new interchange and ground
level roads to improve traffic movement and serve projects coming up in the area. A
cycling track will also be built and connected to Dubai's existing cycling network,
creating an integrated cycling route from Al Qudra to Jumeirah. Both projects are
expected to finish by the end of 2028. The finished corridor will run around 12 km and
connect Sheikh Zayed Road, Al Khail Road, Al Meydan Street, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Road and Emirates Road. It is expected to handle around 16,000 vehicles an hour
in both directions and more than 130,000 trips daily. Travel time between Umm Al Sheif
Street and Emirates Road is expected to fall from 33 minutes to 15.

W H Y  I T  M A T T E R S

Here's the thing: roads are not glamorous, but they change how far a location feels from
work, schools and the rest of the city. When a public authority commits to a corridor
that nearly halves a journey, it is a signal that the city is planning for the people and
projects it expects to arrive. That supports the structural case for Dubai, as opposed to
a purely speculative one. Two things are true at once. First, the contracts are signed and
the scope is specific, which is more reliable than a masterplan on a slide. Second, the
benefit does not arrive until the end of 2028, and the source says nothing about which
neighbourhoods reprice or by how much. The honest reading is that this improves the
long-run quality of connected locations, and that is a reason to do your homework, not a
reason to rush. The backdrop is a busy market. DLD recorded 11,601 sales transactions
worth AED 27.9bn in August 2026, with off-plan at 67.1% of sales by count. A large share
of buyers are therefore purchasing homes that will not be finished for some time. For
them, the delivery timing of surrounding infrastructure is part of the risk picture.

W H O  I T  A F F E C T S

If you already own in the areas the corridor links, the road is a potential long-run positive
for access, but the source does not say which areas, so you should check the alignment
against your own address rather than assume. If you're weighing an off-plan purchase in
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a development area near Al Khail Road, Al Meydan Street or Latifa Bint Hamdan Street,

the corridor is relevant to how the surrounding area may function once completed. The

article says the work will provide better access to nearby development areas and serve

projects coming up in the area, but names none of them. If you commute or plan to let

to tenants who commute between the Umm Al Sheif Street and Emirates Road areas,

the stated journey time change from 33 minutes to 15 is the number that matters,

though it is an expected figure, not a measured one. If you're an overseas buyer

comparing cities, this is one data point on how a government invests in infrastructure

ahead of demand.
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I N V E S T O R  R E A D

03 Implications, risks and opportunities

H I S T O R I C A L  C O N T E X T

The fact sheet does not include data on past Dubai road projects or

how nearby property prices responded to them, so no historical

comparison is drawn here. What the sources do show is the current

market backdrop: August 2026 DLD data records 11,601 sales

transactions worth AED 27.9bn, with off-plan at 67.1% of sales by

count. That tells you a large share of buyers are committing to future

delivery, which is why surrounding infrastructure timelines are worth

checking.

I M P L I C A T I O N S

For capital preservation, infrastructure is a supportive factor, not a thesis on its own. A
shorter commute can make a location easier to live in and easier to let, but the fact
sheet gives no evidence of how much, or how quickly, prices or rents respond. Do not
underwrite an uplift that nobody has measured. Practical steps. Look at the corridor
alignment against the specific building or plot you are considering. Ask what is already
priced in, since a signed contract is public information. Treat the end of 2028
completion as the earliest date for any benefit, and ask what happens to your holding if
delivery slips. Check that any off-plan purchase sits within the normal regulatory
protections, including the escrow structure and the project registration with RERA and
DLD, because road timing does nothing to substitute for those. Financing also matters.
The 3-month EIBOR was 4.3% in October 2026 (Central Bank of the UAE), so if you use
leverage, the carrying cost over a 2 year wait is a real number to include in your own
case.

R I S K S The bear case deserves its due here. Delay risk. The completion target is the end of
2028. Major infrastructure projects can run late, and the source gives no contingency. If
you are paying holding costs while waiting for better access, a slip costs you directly.
Priced-in risk. The contracts are public. Markets tend to anticipate announced
infrastructure, so by the time a signed contract is reported, part of the benefit may
already sit in asking prices. The fact sheet gives no data either way, so do not assume a
gap remains. Attribution risk. The article does not name which communities benefit, and
a shorter road journey is only one input into value alongside supply, price per sq ft, build
quality and demand. Claims that a specific area will rise because of this road are not
supported by the source. Construction disruption. Building bridges, tunnels and an
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interchange can affect the surrounding area during works, and the source does not

discuss this. Single source. This is reported by 1 outlet, relaying a company

announcement. The projected travel times and capacity are expectations, not

outcomes. Market concentration. With 67.1% of August 2026 sales by count in off-plan, a

large part of the market is exposed to delivery timelines. Infrastructure that is not yet

built is a promise, not an asset.

O P P O R T U N I T I E S

The constructive case is real, if measured. A corridor linking Sheikh Zayed Road, Al Khail
Road, Al Meydan Street, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Road and Emirates Road could
make the areas around it more practical to live in, and the stated aim of better access to
nearby development areas suggests the authority sees those areas as growth locations.
The cycling track, connected into a route from Al Qudra to Jumeirah, adds a lifestyle
element that can matter for family use of a neighbourhood, though the source gives no
evidence of its value effect. For a long-horizon holder, the opportunity is to identify
well-built, fairly priced assets with a genuine connection to the new corridor, and to hold
through the construction period without needing a quick exit. That fits capital
preservation far better than trying to trade the announcement.

W H A T  T O  W A T C H

Watch for the RTA's own project updates and any published construction milestones
against the end of 2028 target. Watch for the named development areas and projects
the corridor is meant to serve, since the source does not identify them. Watch DLD data
in coming months for any change in transaction activity in areas along the alignment,
and whether off-plan share stays near the 67.1% seen in August 2026. Watch financing
costs. The 3-month EIBOR was 4.3% in October 2026 and will affect holding costs over
the build period.
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T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E

04 What this means for Dubai investors

T H E  M E A N I N G If you're weighing Dubai, the takeaway is simple. Signed contracts for a 12 km corridor
are a sign that infrastructure is being funded alongside growth. That supports the case
for connected, well-planned locations, and it is one reason to prefer them over isolated
ones. But the benefit lands in 2028 at the earliest, no community has been named, and
no price effect has been measured. Use it to sharpen your location checks, not to justify
paying more.

“ Be straight with you: I like infrastructure stories more
than most headlines, because roads are paid for and
built, not just announced. A journey going from 33
minutes to 15 is the kind of change that alters how a
neighbourhood lives. But here's what I'd do. I would not
buy anything because of this article. I'd pull up the
alignment, check how far your target building or plot
actually sits from it, and ask whether the price already
reflects it. Then I'd ask the less exciting question: if the
road is late, can you hold comfortably? That's the capital
preservation test. If you want to see how I vet a location
before committing, comment or DM me VET and I'll
send you the checklist.

B R A D L E Y  J A M E S ,  D U B A I  R E A L  E S T A T E  I N V E S T M E N T  A D V I S O R

S O U R C E S  A N D  V E R I F I C A T I O N

Free Press Journal, 'L&T Bags Twin Dubai Road Contracts, 12-Km Corridor To Cut Travel
Time From 33 To 15 Minutes', by Manoj Yadav, 30 September 2026. Dubai Land
Department, sales transaction value, sales transactions and off-plan share of sales,
August 2026. Central Bank of the UAE, 3-month EIBOR, October 2026.
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Begin the conversation.
Every allocation starts with a candid, numbers-first
discussion shaped around your mandate, risk
profile and timeline.

Bradley James
A S S O C I A T E  D I R E C T O R  &  S E N I O R  I N V E S T M E N T  A D V I S O R

Bradley James is an Associate Director and Senior Investment
Advisor based in Dubai, specialising in Dubai real estate, off-plan
investment, strategic wealth allocation, portfolio diversification, and
relocation and residency planning. He advises private investors and
family offices on entering the Dubai market with the same rigour he
applies to his own capital.
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